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Mibi quidem nunquam perfuaderi potuit, animos, dum in corporibus effent mor- 
talibus, Vivere: cum exiffent ex iis, emori: nec vero tum animum effe infi- 
pientem, cum ex corpore infipienti evafiffet: fed cum, omni admixtione cor- 


pris liberatus, purus, cy integer effe cupiffet, tum effe fapientem. 


TuLL. de Sen. 
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4 Look upon a Man who can 
4 grow Old with a good 
vy ‘ Grace, as one of the moft 
if amiable as well as venera- 


em ble Charaéters in Human 
~ Nature: Nor are thofe 
who are fo wile or fo for- 
mate as to arrive ac that Perfeétion, lefs 
“py within themfelves than refpected by 
tiers. ~Notwithflanding the many Ad- 
tages which attend this Charaéter, how 
ty few can we obferve in the World, 
Vin any tolerable degree attain to it? 
W unwillingly, and by certain confe- 
nce, how ungracefully do the Genera- 
} of Mankind withdraw from the Stage 
ion ; and refign up the World to the 
eae Generation in fuch a manner, 
tainly fhows that they quit it not for 
Mt of Inclination, but of Health and 
hee toenjoy it? As I am now far 
| Need in Years, I frequently employ my 
“Min fuch "] houghts, as may make them 
oy upon me. ‘The Piece of Tully’s, 
“which I have taken my Motto, will 
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furnifh us with not a few of them; of 
which the Quotation prefixed to my Paper 
is it felf far from being the leaft confidera- 
ble. ‘To be able to prefcribe a right Re- 
medy, one muft firft go to the bottom of 
the Difeafe. This, I think, plainly confifts 
in Men’s forming fo many miftaken No- 
tions to themfelves about their Happinefs. 
It is, and ever will be the Nature of Man, 
to be very fond and defirous of what he 
thinks his greateft Good; and therefore if 
we would fet Men right in their Purfuits 
after Happineis, we muft firft reétify their 
Notions about it. If we would ake Men 
off from thofe trifling Amufements, and 
idle Vanities, which never have, nor never 
can afford them any real true Pleafure ; 
we muft firft enlarge their Minds, and o- 
pen their Imaginations to nobler Ideas, and 
fuperior Scenes of Happinefs. I fhall ex- 
plain this by a familiar Inftance. Let us 
confider Little Mafter, whilft his greateft 
Pleafure confifts in Sugar-plumbs and Play- 
things, and his utmoft Ambition is to be 
foremoft on an Hobby-horfe; and reflect 
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how unhappy he would think himfelf to be 
deprived of, thofe Trifles; and how vain 
and idlé‘it would be to pretend to perfuade 
him not to fet his heart upon yg 
maturer Age and ftronger Reafon have 
opened his Conceptions to more manlike 
and ferious Entertainments. The Applica- 
tion is plain. Mr. Dryden has long ago ob- 
ferved of the Generality. of Men, that they 
are bat Children of a larger Growth, and 
have Appetites as vain, and Paffions to the 
full as foolifh. I fhall therefore endeavour 
to rectify the Behaviour of my Contempo- 
raries, by enlarging their Views; and de- 
firing them to confider that we are Crea- 
tures of a compound Nature, and cdnfift 
of Soul as well as Body: ‘That by the 
former we are allied to the fuperior World 
of Spirits, and even to the great Creator 
of all Things; whilft we enjoy the latter 
only in common with the whole brute Cre- 
ation. This muft naturally fuggeft to us, 
that the Pleafures of the Mind muft be as 
far fuperior to thofe of the Body; as the 


Nature of an Angel is preferable to that — 


of a Beaft. If we add to this Confidera- 
tion the Belief of the Immortality of the 
Soul, which is confirmed to us by Reafon 
and Philofophy, as well as by Revelation : 
How will it enlarge our Minds to the moft 
glorious Ideas, and lay open a whole Eter- 
nity of Happinefs before us! I Know not 
what effect this may have upon the Gene- 
rality of Men; but I fhotld think that 
Heart muft be very dull and ftupid, or 
entirely funk into cold Defpair by Guilt, 
which cannot be warmed by fo glorious a 
Profpeét. I would not be thought to give 
my felf any extraordinary Airs of Virtue, 
when I declare, that from fuch a View into 
Eternity, I can let others enjoy the Riches, 
Fleafures or Honours of this World with- 
out Envy; and freely refign up the Enjoy- 
ments of this Life as Old Age creeps upon 
me without repining: Whilft I look upon 
Death it felf only as a friendly Remove 
into an happier Climate; where I hall 


kiiow no more neither S; 
| ! cknefs 6 
Sin nor Mifery ; but enjoy a while Bl’ 


nity of Happinefs, pure and unmixed. ; 
immortal Youth and Vigour. » In 


TO make this Paper of as 
vice as I am able; I thall clues ee na 
Ufefuinefs of thefe Notions is far fr i 
being to be confined to Old Age. Whoever 
would enjoy Pleafure gracefully : Wholves 
would poflefs Wealth, Power, or Hono . 
without expofing himfelf to Contempt i 
his Vanity and Folly, in laying too diss’ 
ftrefS upon them; may be fure of sees 
failing to do it, by opening his Views to 
thefe great and glorious Conceptions. To 
which I may add, that the fureft way of 
making this Profpeét comfortable to us in 
Old Age, when it is almoft the only En- 
tertainment that is left us; is to have it 
frequently in our Views, when we are in 
the full Poffeffion of Health, Youth, and 
Vigour. ' 

I cannot leave this Subje€t without fay- 


‘ing fomething to a Sett of Men, whom I 


can feldom think of with common Patience, 
and never without the utmoft Contempt: 
I mean, our modern Tribe of Free-Thinkers, 
What dothefe Creatures think they deferve 
of Mankind, by endeavouring to deprive 
them of their greateft, I might almoft fay 
their only true Happinefs; and fink them 
down to a level with the brute Creation? 
Or how can fuch Wretches have the Im- 
— and Folly to fet up for Wits, 04 

y venting Notions as low and groveling as, 
the Earth they tread on; and profefling 
themfelves fo dull and ftupid, as to be its 
capable of entertaining thofe Conceptioit 


which are the Glory of Human Natufe} 
which have ever been received by the grea. 
teft Genius’s in the Heathen, as well a 


Chriftian World, as their moft exalted 
Happinefs, and the Foundation of every 
thing that is Great, Good, or Generous 
amengft us. 
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